The Beja Tribes of the Red Sea Hinterland

of the 19th century, and by inter-marriage with Bisharin
and Hadeiidowa secured a footing on the plains and
especially in the southern area between Khor Arab and
the Atbara. This southward expansion thus drove a
wedge between the Atbai and Atbara Bisharin and post-
poned any real reunion between the two Bisharin seg-
ments for some seventy years, besides creating a crop of
grazing and cultivation disputes some of which are still
unsolved. The movement has obviously been of great
economic advantage to the Amarar and enabled its popu-
lation to increase proportionately.

The Hadendowa migration is more obscure and the
traditions are controversial, but it seems clear that about
the same time, i.e., 150 years ago, the Gash Delta was
mainly occupied by the Beja Tribes of Halenga, Segolab,
Melitkinab, etc., owing a shadowy allegiance, Bruce and
Junker tell us, to the Fung King between 1770 and 1820.
But here again the Fung-Abyssinian wars had their
repercussions. Local unrest, added to the lure of the
famous Gash corn and the excellent grazing of the Delta,
attracted the growing power of the Hadendowa. They
moved southwards and about 1840 Werne found Moham-
med Din " the great sheikh of the Hadendowa/* the most
considerable chief in the Gash Delta, and incidentally
wearing trousers of fine red cloth. The Delta was then
a jungle of bush and grass and was frequented by lions
until about 1910.

During the next 40 years the Hadendowa consolidated
their power and frequently came into collision with the
Turkish authorities over the payment of Tribute. They
were regarded as treacherous barbarians. Werne says :
" It seems as if Nature had stamped on the faces of these
Haddenda the faithless character ascribed by all to their

race."
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